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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 17-21 are presented for examination. Claims 1-16 and 22-25 
have been cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 10/23/2006, have been fully 
considered and are persuasive, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 17 recites the limitation "said information" in claim 17, line 8. 
There is Insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,456 
Art Unit: 2154 



Page 3 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the Invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 17- 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dalai et al. (US 2002/0065894) (hereinafter Dalai) in view 
of Armstrong et al (6,807,423) (hereinafter Armstrong). 

6. As per claim 17, Dalai discloses. System, comprising: 

a central server (10, fig 1, page 2, paragraph #0015), responsive to 
an invitation message from an inviting user (13, fig 1) to exchange content 
with an invited user (12, fig 1, page 2, paragraphs #0014-#0015), for 
providing a presence query (15, fig 1, page 2, paragraph #0016); and 

a presence server (15, fig 1), responsive to said presence query (15, 
fig 1, page 2, paragraph #0016), for providing presence information relating 
to a registered user (instant messenger client 12, messaging processor 15, 
fig 1, page 2, paragraphs #0014-#0016), 

wherein said central server Is responsive (10, fig 1, page 2, paragraph 
#0015) to said presence information relating to said invited user registered 
at said presence server (instant messenger client 12, presence and 
messaging processor 15, fig 1, page 2, paragraphs #0014-#0016) for use in 
deciding said content is sent to said invited user, stored or refused (user 
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preference store in 26, fig 1, fig 2, page 2, paragrapli #0017), wlierein said 
presence query and invitation message are communicated according to an 
application layer control protocol (20, fig 1, Page 2, paragraph #0015). 
Dalai fails to disclose wherein said information relating to presence pertains 
to a spatial location of said registered user. However Armstrong discloses 
information relating to presence pertains to a spatial location of said 
registered user (col 11, lines 56-58). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Armstrong and Dalai. The motivation (as it is evidenced in 
Dalai, page 1, paragraph #0003) would have been keeping track of family 
member, business and people with shared interest. 

7. As per claim 18, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
17, above. In addition, Dalai Discloses central server is also responsive to 
said invitation message for providing a subscription query and wherein said 
system further comprises a messaging server (instant messaging server, 
page 2, paragraph #0014), responsive to said subscription query, for 
providing notification information relating to a request from a subscribed 
user for notification of an event (user can be notified, page 1, paragraph 
#0009), and wherein said central server is responsive to said notification 
information for said subscribed user in deciding said content should be sent 
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to said Invited user, stored or refused (user preference, subscriber Is a user 
wlio subscribes Instant messaging, page 2, paragraph #0017). 

8. As per claim 19, the claim Is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
17, above. In addition, Dalai disclose application layer control protocol is a 
session Initiation protocol (SIP) (20, fig 1, the Session Initiation Protocol 
(SIP) is an Internet Engineering Task Force standard protocol for initiating 
an Interactive user session that Involves multimedia content such as video, 
voice, chat, gaming, and virtual reality, like HTTP or SMTP, SIP works in the 
Application layer of the Open Systems Interconnection communications 
model, the Application layer is the level responsible for ensuring that 
communication is possible. SIP can establish multimedia sessions or Internet 
telephony calls, and modify, or terminate them, the protocol can also invite 
participants to instant messaging sessions that do not necessarily involve 
the initiator, because the SIP supports name mapping and redirection 
services, it makes It possible for users to initiate and receive 
communications and services from any location, and for networks to identify 
the users where ever they are.) 

9. As per claim 20, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
17, above, in addition, Armstrong discloses information relating to presence 
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and pertaining to said spatial location of said user is communicated as a 
spatial location payload (col 1, lines 45—63, col 11, lines 56-58). 

10. As per claim 21, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 
17, above. In addition, Armstrong discloses information relating to presence 
and pertaining to said spatial location of said user is communicated as a 
spatial location payload (col 1, lines 45—63, col 11, lines 56-58). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to l^ohammad A. Siddiqi whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3976. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday -Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information 




system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have qu^stT 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Busines^enter 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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